
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Support for the Cuban People Travel Program 
The Jazz Loft in Cuba 

8 Days / 7 Nights 
March 16th – 23rd, 2020 



 
Day 1 | Monday, March 16th, 2020 
Exact Flight Times Pending  
 
Morning/Afternoon  Arrival to Havana.  

 
Clear customs and immigration, a process that takes about 1 hour. Upon arriving in Havana, we will 
meet your Cuban Guide and have a brief “Welcome to Cuba” discussion and answer any questions.  
 

Afternoon  Enjoy a welcome lunch overlooking the Río Almendares at the beautiful Paladar, Río Mar. 
 
  Check into your lodging accommodations.  
 
Evening Dinner in a private home with Dr. Faya.  
 

Professor Alberto Faya has been working as a musician, professor and researcher within the Cuban 
musical world since 1973. He is an award-winning “Musicologist” at the University of Havana. He will be 
joined by several young musicians serving as members of his band who will treat us to an unforgettable 
history of Cuban music.  

 
(Optional) Late night Jazz at popular local nightspot Zorro y Cueva. (Cover fee approximately 5CUC) 
 
Day 2 | Tuesday, March 17th, 2020 
 
Morning Breakfast Served at Lodging Accommodations 

(Please arrange menu with the home owner directly upon arriving.) 
 
 Begin our walking tour of Havana Vieja. You’ll enjoy the plethora of street performers as you soak in the 

liveliness of Cuban life. You’ll have the opportunity to taste all that Old Havana has to offer, including its 
4 main squares, many museums, and talented musicians.  

 
Afternoon Dance demonstration and lessons at La Casa del Son. Sit back and enjoy an authentic Cuban dance 

performance by some of Havana’s most entertaining professional dancers. Following the show, you’ll 
have an opportunity to learn how to groove to the Cuban-style rhythm yourself! 

   
  Return to Casa.  

 
Evening  Dinner at La Carboncita. This family-run paladar sits in the ritziest part of Havana: Miramar. Located 

near Embassy Row, this Cuban-Italian restaurant is known for its high-quality cuisine served with a 
home-cooked touch. 

 
(Optional) Visit to world-renowned Tropicana Night Club. (Approximately 110CUC for VIP seating, includes 

cocktails. 
 
Day 3 | Wednesday, March 18th, 2020 
 
Morning  Breakfast Served at Lodging Accommodations 
 

This morning, we visit ISA, the Institute of Superior Arts. We will be joined by an expert guide who will 
introduce us to the architectural wonders of Cuba’s top art school. We will also visit the abandoned 
ruins part of the ground, as documented in the film Abandoned Spaces.  



 
Afternoon Lunch on the Paseo del Prado at Paladar Mekede.  
 

This charming paladar offers an authentic Cuban menu within a setting featuring a unique flair, perfectly 
situated next to Havana’s most famous art museum. You can’t go wrong at Paladar Mekede, with a meal 
sure to make your day.  

 
 Visit to the Arts and Crafts Market  
 

This is the perfect time to head over to the San Jose Market, where hundreds of private artisans waiting 
to show you their crafts. These artists and small businesspeople are part of Cuba’s growing private 
sector. We’ll have the opportunity to directly support the Cuban people by shopping for souvenirs at 
this massive market overlooking the water.  In addition to purchasing their work, we will spend time 
with individual artists and assist them in any way we can to expand their entrepreneurial – driven 
careers.  

 
Tour Callejon de Hamel 
 
Callejon de Hamel is a legendary street in Centro Habana dedicated to the Santeria religion. Charismatic 
guide Elias Aseff will prove to be an unforgettable character as you take in what’s considered a public 
temple to Santería and African influences in Cuban culture. Much of the artwork there has been created 
by artist Salvador González Escalona since 1990.  During this time we will have the opportunity to assist 
the director with expanding the project and help them promote their project to help them attract more 
visitors.   
 
Return to Lodging Accommodations.  
 

Evening Enjoy a private dinner in the home of José Rafa Malém, the President of the Cuban Cantineros 
Association. As the story goes in Cuba, every Cantinero is a bartender, but only a select few bartenders 
can become a Cantinero. Rafa, as he is known, will discuss this and more as you view his personal Rum 
Hall of Fame while he holds court discussing the history and process of creating Cuban Rum over a 
cherished cigar. 
 

(Optional) Late Evening Visit to the Jazz Café near the Melia Cohiba Hotel. (10CUC COVER CHARGE) 
Or see the hip bohemian club El Gato Tuerto (“One-eyed Cat”), a laid-back venue featuring various styles 
of traditional Cuban music from its jazz-influenced Boleros, to Trova, another musical style heavy in 
Eastern Cuban roots. (5CUC COVER CHARGE) 
 

Day 4 | Thursday, March 19th, 2020 
 
Morning Breakfast Served at Lodging Accommodations 
 
 See Habana Compás Danza. This unique dance company fuses Spanish choreography with Afro-Cuban 

rhythms using percussion instruments and other objects.  
 
 Visit to Fusterlandia, a Guadi-esqe art project that covers the entire neighborhood of the artist Jose 

Fuster; the so-called Disneyland of Ceramic Art.  During this time we will donate to the project through 
our time and money.  We will assist Jose Fuster in the expansion of his vision for a larger arts project. 

 
Afternoon Lunch at Santy Pescador, an Anthony Bourdain-visited sushi spot on the marina, or at the upscale La 

Foresta Paladar. 
 



Visit the iconic Hotel Nacional- Take in a fresh breeze while sipping an authentic mojito overlooking the 
stunning Malecon. Visit the Hotel’s Hall of Fame, depicting decades of famous visitors to the grounds. 
Enjoy a Cuban cigar while listening to the sweet sounds of the local band, with the chance to converse 
with the local musicians about their craft. 
 

Evening  Dinner at Nazdarovie, accompanied by Gregory Biniowsky. 
 

Tonight’s dinner will be a special one, joined by Havana-based Canadian attorney Gregory Biniowsky at 
Nazdarovie - a new Cuban-Soviet restaurant on the Malécon. Gregory moved to Cuba during the Special 
Period of the 1990s following his time as the first Western student to study in Cuba since the Revolution. 
Gregory founded Nazdarovie as way to pay homage to the Soviet women who settled and established 
families in Cuba, as well as the more than half-million Cubans who spent ‘the best years of their youth’ 
studying at universities in the USSR - a nostalgia which transcends politics and ideology.  

 
Day 5 | Friday, March 20th, 2020 
 
Morning Breakfast Served at Lodging Accommodations 
 

  Depart for Viñales 
 

Arrive in Pinar del Rio for a stop at Proyecto Grabadown (Down Syndrome Community Center) 
 
This morning will be a very special one as we stop at Proyecto Grabadown. The Grabadown Project was 
started 10 years ago by Jesús Carrete and his daughter Linianna, who was born with Down Syndrome. 
The project has evolved into a community center that allows families with special-needs children to 
receive the support they need while giving the children a space to express themselves through art, 
singing, and dancing. Be sure to support this worthy project with donations.  
 

Afternoon Arrive in Viñales for lunch.  
 

Enjoy an open-air farm-to-table lunch overlooking the unique mogotes of Pinar del Rio. You’ll be treated 
to an authentic family-style meal just like many of the locals often enjoy- as freshly prepared as can be.  
This meal is particularly special because it is in a remote part of Cuba and the locals running the 
restaurants don’t get the support they need year round.  Our meal directly supports them and their 
families and ultimately their independence from the Cuban government. 
 
Visit Tobacco Farm - We’ll visit a Cuban tobacco farm for an overview of the seed-to-cigar process of 
producing Cuba’s most famous export. You’ll have an opportunity to support the local farmers by 
purchasing artisan cigars rolled fresh on farm.   
 
TBD Music Act 
 
Visit to the whimsical home of Ramon Vazquez- a local countryside landscape painter who offers a 
unique take on the evolution of his unique part of the world as tourism has changed the face of his 
hometown. 

 
Evening  Dinner on your own following our return to Havana 

 

 
Day 6 | Saturday, March 21st, 2020 
 
Morning Activities to Support the Cuban People (recommendations provided by your guides) 



 
Afternoon For lunch, we will visit Eclectico, the fine restaurant of Havana’s high-end boutique hotel, Paseo 206. 

This classy Cuban gastronomic experience will be accompanied by a private music performance for your 
enjoyment. 

 
Free time to explore Havana and Support the Cuban People in your own way. This is a great opportunity 
to support local artists, musicians, photographers, street performers and more as you stroll the streets 
of the Cuban capital. 

 
Evening  Dinner at Paladar Arte Tierra, inside the world-famous Fabrica de Arte. 

Following dinner, we’ll explore the Fabrica de Arte, what many describe as part night club, part music 
venue, and part art museum, and the perfect atmosphere for an opportunity to mix with the local 
crowd. 

 
Day 7 | Sunday, March 22nd, 2020 
 
Morning Breakfast Served at Lodging Accommodations 
 
(Optional)  Visit to Ernest Hemingway’s house, La Finca Vigia. Built in 1887, this stunning museum is a real-life time  
  capsule, left practically as-is from when Hemingway left the island for the final time some 60 years ago. 

 
Afternoon  Return to Havana for lunch on your own. 
 

Our final afternoon in Havana will also offer you time to Support the Cuban People in your own way. 
 
Evening  Farewell Dinner at Malecon 663. 
 

For our Farewell to Havana, we will dine downstairs at the Malecon 663, before our phenomenal 
Farewell Private Concert on Rooftop with Alejandro Falcon and his electric Cuban sound. Buckle up for 
an unforgettable final evening in Havana. 

 
Day 8 | Monday, March 23rd, 2020 
 
Morning Breakfast at our casa, before checking out to depart for our flight. 
  

Head to Jose Marti International Airport to catch our flights home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



March 2020 Support Program  
 

March 16th – 23rd, 2020 
 

Pricing & Payment Details 
 

 
Casa Particular Option 

 
a.) Double Occupancy $2,700.00 
b.) Single Occupancy $2,950.00 

 
 

4-Star Hotel Option 
 
a.) Double Occupancy $3,325.00 
b.) Single Occupancy $3,825.00 

 
 
 
 
 Pricing includes: 

FAME’s Pre-Trip Welcome Packet & Cuba Travel Guide 
Lodging Accommodations – Private Residences (Double Occupancy) 
Professional Bilingual Cuban Tour Guide 
Private Ground Transportation for Scheduled Activities / Airport Transfers 
Meals as Noted in the Itinerary 
Admissions & Fees for Scheduled Activities 
Bottled Water  

 

Pricing does not include: (but is not limited to) 

Round Trip Airfare 
U.S. Visa for Cuba (Option to purchase in advanced for $90 individually) 
Costs of a Valid U.S. Passport  
Additional Baggage Fees 
(Optional) Nighttime Activities 
Alcoholic Beverages 
Snacks & Drinks Between Meals 
Extra Lodging Fees/Charges 
Gratuities for Guides and Drivers 
Travel Insurance (Highly Recommended) 

 

Payment Schedule & Details: 

$500 non-refundable deposit per traveler due upon registration. 

Final balance due 90 days prior to travel.  

We accept all major credit cards (subject to service fees) and check by mail as forms of payment. 

 

**Final Itinerary is subject to change due to availability.  

 


